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A wonderful welcome to the second edition of
Discover Zimbabwe! This annual celebration
of our country showcases the diverse world
of wonders awaiting the visitor, and includes our greatest and most
valuable assets; our people, their cultural history, and the rich natural
landscapes and wildlife with which our country has been so blessed.
This is our common heritage, left to us by our forefathers, and we
recognise it is our duty to cherish, protect and pass on this wealth to
future generations.
There is much optimism in Zimbabwe following the growth of our
tourism industry in 2012. With it comes the opportunity to develop a
new, modern and responsible tourism sector. Zimbabwe has a long and
established commitment to environmental conservation; to community
empowerment in protecting and managing our wildlife resources;
and to sharing in the benefits, as well as the difficulties, of living with
wildlife. We encourage the tourism sector to value and preserve this
heritage – to minimise the environmental impacts of their operations,
to support conservation initiatives and to work in partnership
with local communities. As tourists, you too can encourage this
development.
We warmly invite you to share the magic and mystery of our country–
the hospitality and friendliness of Zimbabweans is, rightly, well
regarded, and we pride ourselves in the generous welcome given to
visitors from all over the world. To those of you from the UNWTO
family visiting our country for the 20th General Assembly, enjoy all
that Zimbabwe offers.
We look forward to welcoming you all to our 'World of Wonders'.

Karikoga Kaseke
Chief Executive
Zimbabwe Tourism Authority
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today and enjoy our ultimate car rental solutions in style."
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An elephant nears Mana Pools.
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Facts and Figures
Geography

Zimbabwe is a landlocked country
situated in southern Africa.
It is bordered by Botswana,
Mozambique, South Africa and
Zambia. The Zambezi River flows
along its northern border with
Zambia, and the Limpopo River
along the southern border with
South Africa. Both flow east,
through Mozambique, into the
Indian Ocean.
Zimbabwe covers an area of
some 390,580 square kilometres,
consisting of a central highveld
area, a raised granite shield known
as the Zimbabwe Plateau, with
an average elevation of just over
1000 metres. In the north the
plateau drops dramatically towards
the Zambezi Valley, forming the
Zambezi Escarpment. In the
southwest a broad area of the
country slopes down towards the
Limpopo. From the western border
with Botswana, windblown sands
from the Kalahari Desert extend
into the country. To the east a range
of rugged mountains, the Eastern
Highlands, forms a natural border
with Mozambique.
Climate

The country can be divided into
three broad climatic regions. The
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central plateau, covering most of
the country, is generally temperate,
whilst low lying areas, such a the
Zambezi Valley, are significantly
warmer and drier with hot summers.
The Eastern Highlands are cooler
in climate with much higher yearround rainfall.
Summer rains dominate the
seasons, usually lasting from
November through to April, and
bring relief after months of drought.
Rainfall frequently occurs in brief
but heavy afternoon downpours and
dramatic thunderstorms. Daytime
temperatures can range for 25°C to
the high 30s, even 40s in low lying
areas. Night-time temperatures drop
to 15-20°C.
Winter, between May and
August, brings slightly lower
average daytime temperatures,
with little if any rain. Night-time
temperatures can drop below
freezing, especially in the west of
the country, something the traveller
should remember! Before the onset
of the rains, during September
and October, hot dry daytime
temperatures dominate.
People

Approximately two-thirds of the
estimated 10 million population
are Shona, 15% Ndebele, and a

small minority white or from other
ethnicities.

Cnr 3rd Street/Kwame Nkrumah Ave,
Cnr Herbert Chitepo Ave/Rekayi Tangwena Ave,
P.Bag 7719 Causeway Harare
P.Bag 7719, Causeway Harare.
Tel:
Tel:+263-4-795294/764362
+263-4-759430/628/423/459
Email:customerservices@cmed.co.zw
Email: customerservices@cmed.co.zw
www.easygo.co.zw
www.cmed.co.zw
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Languages

Zimbabwe has three official
languages; English, Shona and
Ndebele. English is predominantly
used in business and government.
Shona is the most widely spoken
native language, with Ndebele
(Sindebele), spoken mainly in the
west of the country. There are several
other regional languages which may
be encountered.
Visas

Zimbabwe operates a three tier visa
system. Residents from Category
A countries do not require a visa.
Residents from Category B can
obtain a visa at point of entry into
Zimbabwe. For Category B travellers
the fee is us$30 for single entry and
us$45 double entry. Note for some
countries fees are specially set. For
example British passport holders pay
us$55 for a single entry and us$70
for a double. Category C countries
are required to obtain a visa in
advance. Please check with your
representative Zimbabwe Embassy
for further details. Multi-entry visas
are available by advance application
or by application after initial entry.
A trip onto the Victoria Falls

Wilderness safaris

a World of diversity
Luxury camps and transfers in Victoria Falls, Hwange and Mana Pools
Con tact us at : Emai l : trav e l shop@ w i l de rn e s s.co.zw Te l : +2 63 13 43371-3

30185 • TBWA/MEDCOM

We bring people to the sunshine city
Matobo rock formation.
Photo: James Gifford

Bridge (between the Zimbabwe and
Zambia border posts) does not affect
your visa status.
It is hoped that regional tourist
visas will be introduced in 2013.

Newspapers

Time

Currency

GMT plus 2 hours.
Urban Centres

Harare, in the central northeast, is
the capital city and the major urban
centre of the country. Its population
is estimated at 1.6 million.
Bulawayo, in the central southwest,
is the country’s second city, with
a population estimated at around
700,000.
Type of Government

Democratic Multiparty State.
Head of State

President Robert Mugabe.
Main Political Parties

ZANU-PF (Zimbabwe African
National Union – Patriotic
Front) and MDC (Movement for
Democratic Change, of which there
are two factions). Both parties have
been in a tentative power-sharing
agreement since 2009, with Morgan
Tsvangirai (MDC) occupying the
post of Prime Minister.
10 Discover ZIMBABWE 2013

Chronicle, Tribune, Herald,
Sunday Mail (State). Financial
Gazette, Independent, Standard
(Independent).
The Zimbabwe Dollar is no longer
in circulation (withdrawn in 2009).
The primary currency is US Dollars,
of which smaller denominations
can often be in short supply. Other
currencies such as the South African
Rand, Botswana Pula and Pounds
Sterling are also accepted, but often
at slightly less favourable rates.
Change is often given in Rand or
Pula coinage.
Visa cards are accepted by some
establishments.
Banks

Zimbabwe has a flourishing banking
sector, following recent economic
stability and growth. Many offer
bureau de change and ATM services.
ATM (VISA and MasterCard)
machines dispense US Dollars, with
standard transaction charges.
Public Holidays

New Year’s Day – Tuesday,
January 01, 2013.
Good Friday – Friday,
March 29, 2013.
Easter Monday – Monday,

Lion close up.
Photo: Courteney Johnson

April 01, 2013.
Independence Day –
Thursday, April 18, 2013.
Workers’ Day – Wednesday,
May 01, 2013.
Africa Day – Saturday, May 25, 2013.
Heroes’ Day – Tuesday,
August 13, 2013.
Armed Forces Day – Tuesday,
August 13, 2013.
Unity Day – Sunday,
December 22, 2013.
Christmas Day – Wednesday,
December 25, 2013.
Boxing Day – Thursday,
December 26, 2013.
International Telephone
Dialling

International dialling code +263.
Electricity

220-240 volt, 3-pin (both
square and round) plugs.
Recommended Guide Book

Zimbabwe – The Bradt Travel Guide,
by Paul Murray (2010). For online
updates see www.bradtguides.com/
guidebook-update-zimbabwe.html
Note: Zimbabwe is a rapidly evolving
and changing economy. Information
given here should be used as a guide
only. Please confirm specific details
with your booking or travel agent.

Gaborone to Harare

Air Botswana offers 4 convenient weekly flights between Gaborone and Southern Africa’s sunshine city. Whether you
are travelling to do business or simply for leisure, you can be sure that there is a flight to suit your needs. Book and
pay online today or call our approved sales agent or your nearest travel agent.
Tel: +263 473 2091, Fax: +263 473 2095, Email: airbotswana@travelconn.co.zw

www.airbotswana.co.bw

airbotswana
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The enigmatic ruins of Great Zimbabwe, from
which the nation takes its name, stand in silent
testimony to the lost civilisation of the country’s
ancestors, giving rise to legends and inspiring
the imagination of adventurers, travellers and
Zimbabweans alike. See our feature on page 52
for more on the stone cultures of Zimbabwe.

Running some 300 kilometres from north
to south along Zimbabwe’s eastern border,
the Eastern Highlands region offers beautiful
landscapes of rolling hills and rugged mountains
with breathtaking valleys, waterfalls, rivers and
lakes. With its refreshing mountain climate, the
core regions of Vumba, Chimanimani and Nyanga
are popular tourist retreats. See page 66.
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Situated downstream from Lake Kariba on
the southern banks of the Zambezi, this
legendary Park is known for its canoeing
and walking safaris. Close encounters with
big game here are commonplace, with
healthy populations of elephant, buffalo
and lion amongst others. See page 44.
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The Park’s distinctive rock formations are
unique and inspiring. A rich cultural landscape
with a long tradition of human inhabitation is
recorded in its wealth of cave art. More recent
associations with Ndebele Kings and colonial
figureheads make this Park an interactive
history lesson, a place of contemplation
and spiritual renewal. See page 58.
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Zimbabwe’s largest National Park is home to its
greatest diversity of wildlife and the ‘Big Five’.
Hwange offers excellent safari experiences to
rival anywhere in Africa, from luxury lodges
and game drives to walking safaris, all led by
some of the best guides in Africa. Explore
Hwange's wealth of wildlife on page 14.
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A World Heritage Site, the Victoria Falls
are Zimbabwe’s prime tourist attraction
and gateway to the country. The numerous
activities available here have made it
Africa’s adrenalin capital – from white-water
rafting and bungee jumping to historical
tours, Victoria Falls has something to offer
everyone. See our feature on page 28.
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Created by the construction of the Kariba
Dam in the 1950s, Lake Kariba is one of the
largest man-made lakes in the world. Known as
‘Zimbabwe’s Riviera’ the Lake has since become
an attractive and popular holiday destination for
Zimbabweans and tourists alike. See page 42.
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The Zambezi at Mana Pools.
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The country’s second largest protected
area, Gonarezhou is part of a transfrontier
park initiative which connects with the
Kruger National Park in South Africa
and the Limpopo National Park in
Mozambique. This lowveld landscape is
famed for its baobabs and elephants.

D
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There is much more to Zimbabwe than the
features we have profiled in this issue. Here are
ten highlights to set your sights on in 2013.

Located on the southern shores of Lake Kariba,
Matusadona National Park offers all the usual
safari options with the added benefit of an
extensive shoreline frontage onto Lake Kariba,
providing secluded houseboat retreats and
fishing options. See feature on page 36.

LA

Remote and undeveloped, Chizarira is a rugged
wilderness of exceptional beauty. Perfect for
those looking to explore off the main tourist
routes, Chizarira is ideal walking safari country.

ni

10 PLACES TO GO

08 Chizarira National Park
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Hwange’s
wealth
of wildlife
Hwange National Park is one of
Zimbabwe’s richest wildlife regions, a
prime safari destination which offers
wilderness, big game and much more.
James Gifford explores.
Text and Photographs
by James Gifford
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Hwange National Park is one of
Zimbabwe’s richest wildlife regions, a
prime safari destination which offers
wilderness, big game and much more.
I awoke suddenly, my unconscious
startled by the abnormally loud sound
emanating from outside my tent.
Confusingly, heavy footsteps appeared
to be approaching from all sides, or perhaps my senses
were disorientated in the darkness of the night. Lifting
my head, I felt winter’s chill bite against my exposed
cheeks, a stark contrast to the cosseted warmth from
the rest of my body, cocooned in a luxurious duvet
complete with hot water bottle. The footsteps had
stopped, replaced now by a noisy chomping: the buffalo
had picked our tent as their alfresco dining venue for a
midnight vegetarian snack.
Lying awake, I listened to the rhythmic chewing,
occasionally drowned out by a nasal trumpet of

frustration from the camp’s waterhole as elephants
bickered over who had first drinking rights. Further
away, a faint lion roar was answered by another,
two felines communicating across their territory,
simultaneously providing a warning to potential
trespassers. Minutes later, the orchestra was completed
by a cackling jackal and the distant whoops of a spotted
hyena – the nocturnal musicians were in fine voice
tonight.
Just as I was drifting back to sleep, the guttural call
of a lion echoed much closer than before causing the
buffalo to stop mid-chew. I imagined them, jaws frozen
still, mouths full of half-chewed grass, judging the
distance and intentions of the predator as silence finally
reigned across Hwange National Park.
It was 17 years since I had last visited Hwange and I
had been apprehensive over how the wildlife had fared
in the interim, but my fears proved unfounded. Flicking
through the sightings book at the entrance gate at Main

Previous page: Elephants kick up dry season dust against the setting sun. Opposite page: An elephant
calf faces the tough challenge of its first dry season. Above: An inquisitive vervet monkey.
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Previous page: Giraffe have an obvious advantage in reaching the limited browse available
during the dry season. Above: Mixed impala herd. Opposite page (clockwise from top
right): relaxing back at camp; sunset elephant; juvenile short-tailed eagle; buffalo come to
drink; side-striped jackal; newborn elephant calf.

Camp revealed that white rhino, cheetah, leopard, lion
and buffalo had all been spotted within the previous
few weeks and, as I entered the park, Hwange’s famous
elephant population (which had reached a record 23,000
at last count) were quick to reveal their silvery, wrinkled
heads.
My destination was one of the new small private
concessions inside the park, around 80 kilometres west
of Main Camp. As I arrived, a lone sable bull posed on
a raised mound, his majestic curved horns protruding
from his head like a pair of scimitar swords. A small
herd of roan antelope stood in the background, like
deferential subjects before their royal master.
After my surprisingly eventful first night, we set off at
first light to catch up with some of the park’s residents.
A pearl-spotted owlet sat motionless on a dead tree as
if frozen to its branch. Then as the wind picked up,
it scrunched itself into a ball in a desperate attempt
to conserve warmth, practically halving its already
diminutive height as it did so – temperatures in June
and July regularly dip below zero in this part of the
world.
We drive through an auburn-tinged mopane forest,
floating on a sea of blanched grass in search of an elusive
pack of wild dogs, which our guide Julian tells us are
currently denning in the area. Later, the distinctive
20 Discover ZIMBABWE 2013

barked alarm call from a kudu stops us in our tracks.
Peering through binoculars at a ridge in the direction
of the sound reveals only thick bush, so I wait for Julian
to continue driving. Instead, he hops out of the vehicle,
with the rhetorical question: “Shall we take a look?”
In most of Africa’s national parks you are confined to
your vehicle, but Hwange’s private camps allow visitors
the opportunity to walk in the bush, accompanied
by some of the continent’s best qualified professional
guides. Winding our way through narrow game trails,
Julian expertly ensures we are upwind of the kudu to
give ourselves the best chance of spotting the predator
that had aroused the antelope’s warning system.
I look down, identifying fresh hyena tracks travelling
in the opposite direction and almost bump into Julian
who has stopped with his hand raised. He points
towards a dark shape a hundred metres or so away where
a buffalo stands watching us warily. Although not our
intended target, it prematurely ends our search, as Julian
explains: “They have right of way here.”
Later that afternoon, we drive up to Masuma dam
to witness one of the greatest, unheralded wildlife
spectacles in Africa. As winter beckons and natural pans
dry up, Hwange’s wildlife becomes increasingly reliant
upon the park’s 65 pumped waterholes – something
of an engineering feat in itself. Consequently, the dry
Discover ZIMBABWE 2013 21
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Left: The luxuries of camp. Above
(top to bottom): Lazing lion; wild
dog on the move.

season, from June to October, offers the best game
viewing and some of the most concentrated elephant
herds in the world.
Sitting in an elevated hide overlooking Masuma,
we watch around 200 elephant satiating their thirst,
their make up constantly changing by the incessant
departure and arrival of various family units. Tiny
calves barely a few weeks old are not yet able to control
the hundreds of thousands of individual muscles in
their trunks, which the adults skillfully manipulate like
giant bendy straws. After minutes of frustrated waving,
the young babies resort to kneeling on the floor and
22 Discover ZIMBABWE 2013

drinking like the rest of the animal kingdom.
As the sun is setting, a slow train of buffalo emerges
from the west, forming an endless procession of bovine
shadows silhouetted against the crimson sky. One by
one, they line up at the water’s edge as if following a
strict seating plan until several hundred are crammed
together on the far side of the pan. Amber dust clouds,
kicked up by a thousand hooves, hang in the air backlighting a departing elephant herd in glorious orange
hues. It truly is a magnificent sight.
Meanwhile in the centre of the waterhole three
hippo occasionally raise their heads, regarding

the uninvited visitors to their watery abode with
apparent indifference. On their left, a crocodile glides
malevolently towards a flock of drinking guineafowl.
Julian told us he had seen the reptile catch one at the
third attempt a few weeks previously so I watch intently.
With jaws gaping and teeth glinting, it launches itself
onto the bank with an astonishing acceleration which
is over twice that of a Formula One car. Immediately,
the birds take flight in a cacophonous escape with
millimetres to spare. The unsuccessful hunter pauses,
before slithering back into the water to wait for another
opportunity.

All too soon, it is time to head back to camp but
Hwange has one final gift to impart. On our drive back
in the fading light, we stumble across a male and female
lion strolling down the road. We follow them for a few
hundred metres before the couple turn off, disappearing
into the inky depths of the night. ■
James Gifford is a professional wildlife photographer and
also runs specialist photographic safaris (www.jamesgifford.
co.uk). James stayed at the newly opened Camp Hwange
(www.camp-hwange.com), located in the Sinamatella
region of Hwange National Park.
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Hwange's wealth of bird-life provides a rewarding challenge for birdwatchers. Juvenile
raptors are especially challenging to identify, such as this young martial eagle.
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The wet season sees Hwange transform into a verdant wetland
paradise. Left: flowers grow tall amongst the grass. Above: waterlily flower. Right: sunset over a flooded pan.

Water, water,
everywhere?
Text and Photographs by
Peter Roberts
Hwange National park’s abundance of wildlife is not
purely down to nature. Although the wet season sees
Hwange’s undulating landscape become a mosaic of
thousands of temporary wetland pans, marshes and
flooded areas, the dry season hits Hwange hard each
year. Seasonal pans dry out and very little natural
permanent water is available to support animal
populations throughout the vast area.
During the mid twentieth century when the park
was being established, Ted Davison, the inspirational
first warden of the park, realised the importance of
providing additional sources of water. Traditional
seasonal movements saw elephants and other game
moving away from the north of the park during the dry
season, and towards agricultural and communal areas
along the Gwaai River. To avoid conflict, and develop
game animal numbers in the park, boreholes were sunk
and water pumped from deep groundwater aquifers to
the surface, with the aim of providing drinking water
throughout the dry season. (Fences were also erected
along the length of Hwange’s borders, although the
unfortunate legacy of these wire fences has been to
provide ample snare wire for poachers.)
Over fifty boreholes have been established in
26 Discover ZIMBABWE 2013

Hwange, many of these are still operational and
maintained by dedicated Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife
Management Authority staff with the assistance of
tourism operators and conservation organisations. The
pumps are driven by diesel engines which can pump in
the region of 50,000 litres of water a day. Wilderness
Safaris, who manage over 16 pumps on behalf of the
Authority, have been experimenting with modern
efficient engines and have had some success with
environmentally-friendly alternatives. However, solar
and wind-powered engines struggle to pump the huge
volume of water required to maintain water levels in
pans throughout the dry season.
Many of the tourism operators not only assist the
park and its wildlife directly through management
of boreholes close to their lodges, but indirectly by
supporting charities and projects which support the
wider conservation and management of the park.
Organisations such as Friends of Hwange Trust (which
was established in 2005 in response to the extreme
drought of that year), the Hwange Conservation
Society, SAVE Foundation and African Bush Camps’
H2O Hwange campaign all support the Park Authority
with water management across the park as well as other
operations such as anti-poaching and snare removal
work.
The provision of drinking water is also a challenge
for tourism operators who need to provide for
thirsty clients. Plastic mineral water bottles can leave
huge environmental footprints, from the impact of
transportation to disposal problems. Wilderness Safaris,
together with other operators such as African Bush
Camps, have installed on-site filtration systems which
allow their lodges to provide safe, clean water to their
clients. Tourists are also given reusable bottles for them
to refill during their stay, significantly reducing the
need for disposable plastic bottles and their associated
environmental problems.
Tourists are encouraged to be aware of their
environmental footprint whilst exploring Hwange, and
to take steps to minimise and offset the impacts of their
visit by supporting any of the projects or charities which
operate in the area. ■
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Opposite page: Detail of the Main Falls. At
high water the river carries increased levels of
sediment, tinging the waters with the russet red
of the Kalahari sands. Below: An early morning
skyscape, the spray cloud from the Falls appearing
to merge with the light scattering of cloud.

Travel and Tourism at the
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Victoria
Falls
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Above: View of the Main Falls. Opposite page: At high water the Falls are enveloped in mist and spray.

The Victoria Falls have always been a destination for the adventurous – from
intrepid early explorers to modern day thrill seekers the Victoria Falls are a
magnet for those in search of something more than just a waterfall.
Text and Photographs by Peter Roberts

T

he Zambezi River, and its most
significant geographical feature, the
Victoria Falls, provide a unique draw
for tourists, and have done since
David Livingstone first published
his descriptions of them. Livingstone
travelled down the Zambezi from
the confluence of the Chobe in 1855,
transported in traditional canoes by skilled local
boatmen and accompanied by Chief Sekeletu of
the Makololo, who Livingstone had befriended and
whose power extended over the region. Explorers and
missionaries followed, their epic journeys into the
interior measured in months, in some cases years, but
they were soon to give way to a new wave of visitor.
At the turn of the last century the development of
global transport turned explorers into excursionists–
those with the time to travel from Europe and beyond
on the new ocean cruse liners, docking at the Cape from
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where the great iron railway ran its way north. From
England the cruise took 16 days, and it was another
three on the train to Bulawayo (which the railway
reached in 1898). Before the extension of the railway to
the Falls, a wagon road wound its way through the bush,
making this last stage slow and uncomfortable. As the
railway progressed it was not uncommon for travellers to
be carried on the construction trains which traversed the
expanding route to the railhead.
The railway reached the Victoria Falls in 1904, with
ambitious plans to bridge the gorge of the Zambezi
itself and carry on northward to Cairo. Initially a cable
line was thrown across the gorge, and a winch system
established allowing engineers and workmen to cross to
the opposite bank and avoid a detour of several hours.
Visitors wishing to cross in this manner were charged
a small amount for the convenience. It could be said
that this was the early beginnings of adventure activity
tourism at the Falls!
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Seven ways to create
advertising that sells
Imprint International has created marketing
for clients in Europe, The Middle East and
Africa. Here are some of the ways we have
learned to get the best results.
1. Always differentiate yourself
“Why should I try you?”
Give them a good reason. You may not have anything
unique, but there may be something you do that others also do
– but don’t talk about.
If you’re the only person saying it, you own it.
2. Tell the truth
Consumers are very smart. And collectively smarter than
any single one of us. They can tell when you are being truthful
in your communication.
If you have any negative flaws – include them up front then
explain why they don’t amount to much and why they should
still buy. Time and again it’s been proven the more truthful
you are the more responsive your customers.
3. Do what a salesman would do
If you could afford to, you’d send your best salesmen to
speak to every prospect. All other media are just substitutes for
the real, live thing.
Get your best salesperson to write your ad. Because they
know what your customers really want.
4. Try an editorial style
Since people don’t like ads, maybe yours should try not to
look like one.
This doesn’t seem to have occurred to many people. But
once you realise and act upon it the results can be astounding.
It might not work every time. Test it. You’ll probably sell
more.
5. Try an incentive.
Do you like saving money?
Incentives pay if used wisely. They give an excuse for trying
you. A good incentive adds value. A free booklet adds value
(but repeated discounts cheapen your brand).
6. Try running longer copy – much longer
“Give people every reason to do what you want.”
Repetition sells. Gallup did research into what successful
advertisements had in common. Ads that repeated the
proposition three times were, on average, most successful.
Watch an insurance commercial, for instance – you’ll see
the savings proposition is repeated at least three times.
7. Communicate more than your competitors
It works because you never know when prospects will buy,
so keep trying.
Don’t waste priceless days and weeks or even months – over
small details that will make little or no difference. Anything is
better than nothing. Get it out there and see what works.

If you would like to learn more

These findings apply to most categories of products. But
not to all. Imprint International has developed a body
of knowledge on what makes for success in advertising,
publishing and marketing.
If you are interested in getting better results call
Dawna DeJiacomo: +263 712 344 506.
Or simply email: dawnad777@yahoo.com

Imprint
INTERNATIONAL

122 Gaborone Int’l Finance Park
Suite 2g P.O. Box 601891 Gaborone, Botswana

At high-water the dense spray cloud is
visible for great distances. This early
morning shot shows the cloud bathed in
the pink light of dawn a short distance
upstream of the Falls.

The Victoria Falls Bridge opened in 1905, bathed
in the spray of the Falls, exactly fifty years after
Livingstone first visited them. It was grandly claimed
that the railway had brought ‘civilisation’ to the
Zambezi, opening up the region to influence and
trade, and completing Livingstone’s dream of bringing
‘Christianity, Commerce and Civilization’ to the region.
The railway brought the Victoria Falls within reach
of the world, and the first organised tourist trips in an
emerging global tourism industry. Local entrepreneur
Percy Clark (photographer and first resident of the town
of Victoria Falls) was ideally placed to promote his small
photographic studio and curio shop. He soon brought
the first Canadian canoes and motorised boats to the
Zambezi, and started offering boat tours and cruises
on the river. He later set up the first rickshaw service,
carrying tourists from the growing town down to the
Falls and bridge.
In those early days, the only accommodation
available on the southern bank was at the Victoria Falls
Hotel (owned by the railway company at the time), and
after making Clark an offer to buy his canoe business,
an offer he refused, the hotel bought canoes and
established boat trips of their own, cutting Clark out
of the loop. After a disagreement with local authorities

over the fees charged for his rickshaw rides,
the administration confiscated the rickshaws,
which promptly ended up being operated by
the hotel!
In 1920 the Victoria Falls Hotel started
operating a trolley service, running on old rail
lines, to take tourists down to the Falls, bridge
and jetty points on the river (and an idea
originally proposed by Clark but rejected at
the time). The service ran for over 35 years and
transported an estimated two million people.
As old fashioned explorers and adventurers
gave way to fashionable excursionists
and tourists, the Victoria Falls grew as
an unrivalled tourism destination. The
development of commercial flight reduced
travel times yet further–no longer measured in
months or days but instead in hours. A rapidly
growing global tourism industry delivered ever
increasing numbers of visitors to the Falls,
heralding the dawn of modern tourism; of
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Announcing your secret wilderness adventure
Camp Hwange is perfect for your true wilderness experience. It’s
a classic safari camp, deep in Sinamatella in the north of Hwange
National Park – Zimbabwe’s biggest and best. And it’s only three hours
from Victoria Falls.
16 guests can stay in large thatched, canvas chalets. The chalets
overlook a busy water hole. So you’ll enjoy wonderful scenes of animals
and birdlife.
All the rooms have ensuite toilets and solar heated showers. And
there is a dinning area, bar and lounge with an open air fire pit and an
incredible view of the stars.
You’ll enjoy wholesome food with a good selection of meats,
vegetables and fruits. Vegetarians or anyone with food allergies are
carefully catered for.

Your activities are centred on game drives and walks – or a
combination of the two. Walks are especially exciting as our guides
pride themselves on their knowledge of the environment. We also offer
night drives – a good time to see nocturnal animals that are attracted
to the many local water holes.

P.O. Box 114 Victoria Falls

Please contact Camp
Hwange Reservations on
info@camphwange.com
www.camp-hwange.com

Safari. Life. Experiences

MANA POOLS, ZAMBEZI RIVER | Kanga Camp | Zambezi Lifestyles Camp

Sunrise by the banks of the Zambezi River.

sunset river cruises and safari sundowners.
In the 1980s Victoria Falls reinvented itself as a top
destination for a new type of tourist – the adrenaline
junkie. The first rafting companies started offering
rafting trips down the ‘mighty’ Zambezi white-water
rapids, possibly the wildest and craziest commercially
operated stretch of white-water in the world. Canoeing
and river-boarding are also available. And just in case
your adrenaline levels need topping up, why not bungee
jump off the historic Victoria Falls Bridge? Or, in an
echo of those early bridge engineers, you too can zip
across the gorge with nothing but a cable and harness
to support you from the 100 metre drop into the raging
rapids of the river!
Visitors can capture a glimpse of the past history of
the region through several historical tours and trips,
including an original Rhodesia Railways steam train,
a newly launched tram service, and historical tours of
the Victoria Falls Bridge, where you can walk on the
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workmen’s gangways under the bridge and discover how
this amazing engineering marvel was built.
The rickshaws and trolley service have long gone, but
you can still take leisurely trips by canoe on the upper
river. Adventure companies offer multi-day trips with
camping along the 60 kilometre stretch of the Zambezi
River which borders the Zambezi National Park
upstream of the Falls, overnighting in temporary camps
along the riverside in much the same way as the early
explorers. Many companies offer sunset cruises on the
Zambezi, a timeless experience which allows the visitor
the chance to imagine David Livingstone, travelling
down the river for the first time, and setting sight upon
one of the greatest natural wonders of the world, the
Victoria Falls. ■
Peter Roberts is a freelance researcher and writer with a
special focus on the Zambezi. He is author of ‘Sun, Steel
and Spray – A history of the Victoria Falls Bridge’.

Experience this spectacular World Heritage Site with a company that epitomises the ‘Old Africa’ in a new era for today’s modern traveller.

African Bush Camps proudly offer guests the opportunity to experience luxury tented accommodation in the untouched wilderness of Mana
Pools through two differing perspectives.

Kanga Camp is set in-land, an hour from the Zambezi River, and is nestled under the Mahogany and Mopane woodlands surrounding Kanga

Pan. Teaming with wildlife, Kanga offers you unique and up-close-and-personal encounters with Africa’s most beautiful animals and birdlife.
One of the main highlights on offer is ‘Kanga Under the Stars’ – open platforms allowing guests to sleep under the magnificent star-studded
African sky surrounded by wildlife.

Zambezi Lifestyles Camp is set-up alongside the river and offers guests the look and feel of a mobile safari but
with the same luxury offered at a permanent camp. Offering a wide range of activities at both camps, guests
are able to include canoeing, fishing and walking into their safari, tailoring it according to their interests.

Contact us at: +263 9 234 307 | info@africanbushcamps.com | www.africanbushcamps.com

M AGICAL
M AT U S ADONA
Matusadona is a unique wildlife and wetland wilderness worth visiting year
round, a magical destination whose isolation and remoteness must be
experienced to be appreciated.
Written by Sally Wynn and Peter Roberts
Photographs by Christoper Scott
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Previous page: Cattle egret in flight. Left: Elephants
graze in the river's flooded margins. Right (top to
bottom): A guide looks out over the wilderness;
seasonal rivers dissect the landscape.

T

he hauntingly beautiful cry of a fish eagle
pierces the calm and echoes over the
rippling waters of Lake Kariba. Elephant
bulls graze the lake margins, and as the sun
sets and the shadows grow, the repeated
roars of a male lion announce the coming
of the night. This is Matusadona–one of
Zimbabwe’s less visited, but not forgotten
National Parks.
Matusadona is a wilderness treasure: pristine, remote,
rugged and accessible only by air charter, 4x4 or boat,
this wonderful park lies on the southern shorelines of
Lake Kariba and is a safari destination to saviour. The
name hints of magic and mystery, but it translates to
something slightly less romantic–literally ‘falling dung’.
Behind the beautiful creeks and bays along the
extensive shoreline of the man-made Lake Kariba lies a
vast, flat, lightly wooded and bush-covered plain, cut by
numerous riverlines. The wild and wide 600 metre-high
Matuzviadonha Hills of the Zambezi Escarpment, which
divide the valley from the open woodlands of the plateau,
give the park its name.
Dropping down from the Escarpment the park is
bounded by two spectacularly beautiful rivers; in the
west, the Ume which meets the lake in a wide estuary,
and in the east the Sanyati with its magnificent, steep
sided, rocky gorge.
Some 1,407 kilometres square in area, two-thirds
of the park lies south of the Zambezi Escarpment, an
extensive area of mixed woodland. However tourism is
concentrated on the northern edge of the park, along the
lakeside margins and valley plains.
Along much of its irregular shoreline are zones of
‘drowned forests’, dead trees standing like sentinels in the
shallow flooded margins of the lake, their bare trunks
bleached by the sun.
During the late 1950s many of the wild animals
trapped by the rising waters of the newly-formed
Lake Kariba were rescued by conservationist Rupert
Fothergill and his team of dedicated National Park staff
and volunteers and were released into the Matusadona
National Park during the much-publicised Operation
Noah.
Before the lake was built, this area of the Zambezi
Valley was a vast, rugged and dry wilderness. With the
lake came huge environmental changes, and more than
50 years on, the park is still in a state of rapid ecological
change and development.
The water-level of Lake Kariba is subject to irregular
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seasonal and longer-term variations, dependent on
rainfall upstream in the Zambezi’s upper catchment
areas in Angola and Zambia. Along its margins grows a
rejuvenating grass native to the Zambezi valley known
as swamp or torpedo grass (Panicum ripens), which can
survive for long periods under water. Fluctuating lake
levels supply fresh nutrients and stimulate growth of this
grass providing buffalo and other herbivores sustenance
towards the end of the dry season when other sources
of fodder are largely depleted. But, extreme variations
in water level can have dramatic consequences on grass
cover and wildlife populations.
During the 1980s a series of droughts lowered the
level of the lake, exposing its margins and creating vast
expanses of new growth and fresh grazing. With this
bountiful food source, herds of buffalo, waterbuck,
zebra, and impala multiplied–and with them the
predators. The park became known for one of the
highest densities of lion in Africa. In recent decades,
a series of high lake levels have caused these shoreline
grasslands to vanish underwater periodically, resulting in
dimishing populations of buffalo and other herbivores,
followed shortly afterwards by the lion population.
Conservationists now undertake regular animal rescue
missions to Kariba’s islands in high rainfall years to feed
or move buffalo, waterbuck and impala who become
trapped without grass and face starvation.
Despite, or perhaps because of, the influence of these
interventions on nature, the Matusadona National Park
has matured into a first class wildlife safari destination.
This park is a treat for visitors wanting to see Africa’s
big mammals. Wonderful elephant sightings are virtually
guaranteed on any visit to the Matusadona as are hippo
and crocodiles and various antelope species. If you are
lucky you may see black rhino, buffalo, leopard, zebra
and cheetah, a small population of which was introduced
into the park in the 1990s with the support of The
Zambezi Society.
Matusadona’s vibrant and varied birdlife is typical
of the region and will reward the patient birdwatcher.
Majestic fish eagles are common along the lakeshore,
alongside numerous species of herons, egrets, storks and
plovers. Stunningly beautiful bee-eaters breed in colonies
along the sandbanks and cliffs of the riverside. Raptors
and woodland species are also present in good numbers.
A major attraction
of the lake shores
of the Matusadona
is the fishing. The
magnificent tigerfish
is a thrilling sport
fish for avid anglers,
with the International
Tigerfishing Tournament
held annually on Lake
Kariba in the heat of
October. Various other
fish species, including

The name hints
of magic and
mystery, but
it translates to
something slightly
less romantic –
literally ‘falling
dung’

several types of bream, make good eating and can be
found in abundance among the drowned forests, grass
and shallow weed beds all along the water’s edge.
The shoreline of Lake Kariba invites water-based
activities, usually from game viewing boats or pontoons.
Houseboats are very popular for family holidays and
celebrations, and there are lodges and safari camps on
the mainland and the islands which offer retreats and
romantic wedding venues. Local operators offer game
drives and walking safaris.
The valley and escarpments make ideal walking and
hiking territory and most lodges can arrange short
walking safaris–for the dedicated walker, multi-day
hiking safaris are available with overnight stays in mobile
traditional-style bush camps.

Discover the magic of Matusadona–one of Zimbabwe’s
best kept secrets. ■
Sally Wynn is founder and Director of Wild Zambezi
(www.wildzambezi.com) which provides independent
information and promotes travel opportunities to the
wild areas of the Zambezi River and Kariba. She is also
voluntary PRO for The Zambezi Society (www.zamsoc.org)
a non-profit organisation focused on conserving the Zambezi
River’s valuable wildlife and wilderness resources.
Peter Roberts is a freelance writer and researcher
specialising in the cultural and natural history of the
Zambezi region and regularly writes for the Zambezi
Traveller (www.zambezitraveller.com), a quarterly tourism
publication, among other projects.
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Impala leap through the shallows.
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Opposite page: Various boating options offer excellent ways to explore the Lake.
Above: Capturing those holiday memories and spectacular sunsets.

LAKE KARIBA
Text by Peter Roberts, Photographs by Chirstopher Scott

After passing for over 100 kilometres through the
narrow Batoka Gorge, the river emerges into the wide
wilderness of the Zambezi Valley. With its waters held
back by the Kariba Dam, the Zambezi forms another
wonder–Lake Kariba.
Lake Kariba, at the time of its creation the largest
man-made lake the world had ever seen, is almost 300
kilometres in length and more than 40 kilometres wide
at its widest point. The dam was completed in the late
1950s and the little town, which developed haphazardly
on the hills surrounding the gorge during its
construction, carries the same name. The Matusadona
National Park lies about 20 kilometres across the lake
from Kariba town,
In the 50-odd years since its birth, the Lake has
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become an attractive and popular holiday destination–
Zimbabwe’s ‘inland Riviera’. This vast expanse of water
forms the boundary between Zimbabwe and Zambia;
islands dot the surface – a picture-postcard blue against
a stark backdrop of high mountain hills. The ‘big sky
sunsets’ over the Lake are legendary: the calm water
turns to golden silk at dusk, with the bare branches of
its famous half-drowned trees silhouetted against orange
skies.
Kariba is a laid-back holiday playground with a
wide choice of activities. Visitors, particularly families,
can enjoy a hot, tropical climate with fantastic
fishing, motorboating, sailing, water sports and use of
houseboats, plus the wildlife and safari opportunities are
second-to-none. ■
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Mana
Pools

The big game and close encounters
at Mana will take your breath away.
Text by Peter Roberts. Photographs
by Chirstopher Scott
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and hyena. The river is also notable for its
considerable number of hippopotamus and
crocodile.
‘Mana’, in the Shona language, means ‘four’
and refers to the four large pools situated on
the alluvial floodplain which hold water all
year round. The pools are former meanders
in the river channels which have been left
isolated by its changing path. Long Pool is the
largest of the four pools, extending some six
kilometres in a west-east direction. The pool
has a large population of hippo and crocodile
and is a favourite of the large herds of elephant
that come to drink.
From the beginning of the dry season
(May/June), soon after the rains end and when
food and water in the deep bush begins to dry
out, large numbers of animals begin to move
towards the river margins to find sustenance.
The Zambezi Valley bakes in the latter part
of the season and by October, before the
rains bring welcome relief, Mana’s abundant
wildlife is concentrated around the pools and
river margins – offering fantastic chances for
game viewing. ■

Photo: Courteney Johnson

Previous page:
Elephant portrait.
Below: Leopard.
Opposite page: The
subtle colours of
dawn reflected in
the still waters of
the river.

Flowing onward from Kariba,
through its now broad and wide
valley, the Zambezi River carries you
towards a wildlife jewel – the legendary
Mana Pools National Park, famous for
its canoeing and walking safaris and
where close encounters with big game are
commonplace.
Mana Pools National Park, together with
adjoining Safari Areas, forms the core of a
substantial conservation area and UNESCO
World Heritage Site. In 2010 the entire
region, an area extending down from Lake
Kariba and the Matusadona National Park
and including Mana Pools, was declared
a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, further
protecting the area against destructive
development and industrial exploitation.
Bordered by the Zambezi River to the
north and the steep escarpment to the
south, this remote region is home to large
concentrations of elephant and buffalo, sizable
populations of zebra, waterbuck, kudu and
many other antelope species. Accompanying
predators include lion, leopard, wild dog,
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A group of young lion keep a watchful eye on the game.
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An elephant wades in the shallows of the flooded Zambezi.
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Spirits,
Stones and
Empires: The
Zimbabwe
Culture

Ddzimbahwe –“houses of stone”–are
found by the hundred in Zimbabwe
and beyond its borders. Ranging in
size from the massive splendour
of Great Zimbabwe to the tiny
ruined pathos that are the nearby
Kongezi Ruins, these structures are
unequivocal evidence of a locally
created empire that controlled much
of southern Africa for centuries.

Our story starts in the Shashi-Limpopo confluence
area where a combination of international trade in
ivory and gold, together with increased local cattle
ownership, catapulted a small farming community into
newfound heights of wealth and power. They made
their home at the cliff-edged hill of Mapungubwe and
set about creating a monopoly over this new trade and
the wealth it generated. Their kingdom was to last less
than a generation and was soon eclipsed in economic
and military might by the rise of Great Zimbabwe.
Favoured by a better climate and soils, coupled with
easier access to the coastal trading stations, this small
town soon became a thriving city and later, the capital
of an empire. Knowledge of building in stone seems to
have originated in the Shashi-Limpopo Valley but it was
at Great Zimbabwe that it reached its undisputed peak.
Extending over 2.7 square kilometres this UNESCO
World Heritage Site is divided into three zones, each

with their own purpose. The Hill Ruin is where the
ruler is thought to have lived, hidden from view by the
large walls. This was the spiritual heart of the kingdom
and a majority of iconic, enigmatic stone birds were
found in the eastern enclosure. Debate over their
purpose and function has raged but it seems likely they
represented the ancestral spirits of past rulers and played
an important role in various ceremonies. Another bird,
now the national symbol, was found in the Valley Ruins
a housing complex for the elite, especially military and
religious officials and royal family members.
The Great Enclosure is possibly the biggest stonebuilt structure in Africa other than the Gizan Pyramids.
A huge elliptical wall nine metres high and, in places,
six metres thick, with a circumference of over 250
metres it is an astonishing example of the skill of the
ancient builders (who used no mortar) to raise such a
magnificent structure. The wall contains more than

BY Paul Hubbard
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of herringbone brick pattern; historical image of tourists.
Climbing or walking on the ruins is now expressly forbidden.
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A collection of four images from Great Zimbabwe, showing
(from previous page, left to right): steps inside the wall of the
Great Enclosure; a historical image outside the wall; detail
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a million granite bricks weighing 15,000 tonnes and
took two centuries to complete. The most plausible idea
for its use is that it served as both home to the senior
queen, and as a national ritual centre for the initiation
of boys and girls into adulthood. The Conical Tower, 11
metres high and solid throughout, might have been a
symbolic grain bin, signifying fertility of both the royal
family and the nation. However, although impressive
the vast majority of the population, some 18,000 souls,
lived beyond sight of these stone walls in high-density
housing and would likely to have never seen the inside
of any of these buildings.
The Khami and Mutapa States arose from the
collapse of Great Zimbabwe in the south and north
of the country respectively. The Mutapa State rose to
fame because of its dealings with the Portuguese who
left fairly comprehensive records on the administration
and activities of the kingdom, which was ruled by the
Monomotapa, an honorary hereditary title for the King.
Thanks to the Portuguese we know the Mutapa cities
were huge – as much as 13 kilometres across – with
elaborate huts and, crucially, had no stone walls. Exactly
when people in the north stopped building in stone is
unknown but large wooden walls were substituted and

served much the same function – to control access and
conceal the ruling family from the general public.
The Torwa people of the Khami State had different
ideas for their walls. Abandoning the idea of enclosures,
they erected huge, wonderfully decorated platforms and
built their houses on top. Four sites in Matabeleland
are especially of interest for their sheer size and the
beauty of both the decorated walls and the surrounding
environment. Khami World Heritage Site, located near
Bulawayo, rose to power around 1450 and was finally
destroyed in 1644 by an army assisted by a Portuguese
warlord named
Seisnando Dias Bayão.
Khami’s boom was
fuelled by its control
of the goldfields,
ivory trade and salt
manufactories; the
rulers were rich and
powerful and even the
‘middle-class’ were able
to build themselves
small stone platforms
and enclosures. Like

The Great
Enclosure is
possibly the
biggest stonebuilt
structure in
Africa other
than the Gizan
Pyramids.

N EW TOU R ISM FILM A N NOU NCEMENT

Don’t spend your marketing budget
– untill you have read this
“105.1 million Americans
watch videos online
everyday. And the numbers
are growing”

hours of mobile video per month
and adults nearly three hours

• The amount of time spent watching
traditional TV increases with age.
And older demographics have the
People are watching more video highest disposable income

than ever before.
On ipads, mobile phones and TV.
In actual fact, it’s the World’s
fastest growing medium.
If you're an advertiser, and don’t
use video, these are worrying statistics.
This year more and more of
your competitors will use branded video.
There is a way you can catch up.
Before I explain how – consider
these points.

• Mobile video use is growing 9%
per quarter. Teens watch 6 1/2

Here is a simple way you can reach
these customers.
A short film is being developed.
It presents Zimbabwe as an ideal tourism destination.
It uses new technology and
ideas to show off the country at
its best.
And it will be distributed and
shown at major travel fairs: Berlin,
South Africa, Tokyo and London.
It will also be broadcast on airlines, on television, and to a global
audience on the internet.
There are spaces available
for advertisers and sponsors.
Would you like to become a
sponsor?
It is a relatively cheap way to
get your brand on TV.
If you call today, you can save
money.
But act fast, spaces are limited.
Call now or email with Zimbabwe Video 2013 as the subject.
(This offer is not available online.)

Tel: +44 (0) 1372 47 9898

Email: BTImprint@aol.com

• On average people watch five
hours of video a day. Up 3.6%
from last year
• Adults 18-34 watch just over four
hours of online video a month
• Adults 35-54 watch an average of
two hours, 34 minutes
• About 65% of online video is
streamed between 9a.m. and
5p.m. Mondays through Fridays
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Previous page: A sole aloe stands tall against the wall of the Great Enclosure.
This page: Tourists with their guide look out over the ruins of Great Zimbabwe.

Great Zimbabwe, Khami has a Hill Ruin, where the
King and his closest family and advisors lived. The
rest of the site is sprawling and seven large platforms,
together with innumerable scattered hut remains, hint
at just how large this site was.
Although beautifully preserved, Dhlo Dhlo,
Naletale and Zinjanja Ruins, the last capitals for
the Khami State, see visitor numbers in the low
hundreds each year. This is a great shame since these
are arguably some of the best ruins Zimbabwe has to
offer. All are located near the central city of Gweru
and feature densely decorated terraced walls using a
variety of styles and stone colours; repeated motifs
hint at complex symbolic meanings relating to gender
roles and the balance of power between the ruler and
the ruled. Significant quantities of gold beads, foil
and ornaments were found at these ruins revealing a
wealthy, gold-using elite while exotic trade goods like
guns, and Chinese, Dutch, Persian and Portuguese
glass and ceramics confirm connections to the medieval
global trade network. More sombre consequences of
involvement with the outside world are pairs of slave
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shackles from Dhlo Dhlo hinting at a darker side to the
local economy.
The end of the stone-building cultures of the
Zimbabwean plateau was dramatic. There had been
a decline in wealth and power for generations but it
was the influx of groups of people fleeing the military
upheavals of the Zulu mfecane that brought the
tottering, fragmented state to its knees. The last King,
named Changamire Chirisamhuru took refuge at
Manyanga, a ruin close to Bulawayo. Here the Ngoni,
under Zwangendaba, attacked and Chirisamhuru was
killed. The Ndebele way of life and their language soon
became dominant and the art of stonewall construction
was lost:the former settlements were abandoned and
left to decay, no longer social statements of power.
Today they serve as a magnificent reminder of a
glorious past unequalled in the region. ■
Paul Hubbard is a professional archaeologist and tour
guide working exclusively for the Amalinda Collection. He
is also project manager for the Mother Africa Trust. www.
campamalinda.com
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SECRETS of the
Matobo Hills
Archaeological expert Paul Hubbard explores the
rich history of the Matobo Hills, a World Heritage
Site and unique cultural landscape.
Written by Paul Hubbard
Photographs by James Gifford
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Previous page: Guests relax poolside at camp. Above: The Matobo Hills are home to many species
of reptile, including this colourful male flat lizard. Opposite page: A paradise flycatcher sits on its
delicately made nest. The males are known for their particularly long tail feathers.

H

olding so many records for biodiversity
and species density it is no wonder that
the Matobo Hills are a mecca for the
bird, plant, insect and animal enthusiast.
Yet it may come as a surprise to many
to learn that this amazing natural
abundance had very little to do with the
inscription of the area as a World Heritage Site. Instead
it is the human component – the ancient rock art, the
shrines and religious traditions dating back centuries –
that propelled the Matobo Hills into the ranks of the
world’s best – at least according to UNESCO.
Created by hunter-gatherers thousands of years ago,
the delicate rock art of the Matobo Hills is a must-see.
Thousands of sites attest to the spiritual supremacy of
this area in the hearts and minds of past inhabitants.
These cathedrals of the soul are inspiring and awesome
to visitors. And well they should, for these are the prime
legacies we have of one of the world’s most ancient and
complex religions. Rock art does more than just tell us
about the achievements and activities of the painters: it
is actually a significant part of their religion, conveying
concepts and ideas about their interactions with the
spirit world and their god. It is not just art – it is a code,
part of a wider set of rituals (like dances, prayers and
body art) that are theoretically unrecoverable today, but
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we are beginning to open that crack. We know that the
artists didn’t just paint anything; they chose what to
paint and how to paint it. Various animals and scenes
were symbols, representing everything from rainmaking
to healing.
This chaotic granite mass has witnessed many clashes
– of personalities, ideologies, religions and armies. It was
here that the colonising ideology of Victorian Britain,
epitomised by Cecil Rhodes, collided bloodily with
independent Africa in the form of the Matabele people,
neither side willing to give way in their fight for their
culture and values. Overgrown battlefields, crumbling
forts and mournful graveyards dot the valleys and hills,
serving to remind us that the land has not always been
at peace. Rhodes’ grave is the most famous of these
and has been the scene of many a political battle as
the country grapples with its colonial heritage, both
good and bad. Paradoxically, these relics and the stories
behind them inspire current generations in their fight
for democracy and human rights.
According to current beliefs, Mwali – god as he
is known locally – calls the Matobo Hills home.
Worshipped at many sacred shrines across the land by
the Matabele, Kalanga and BaNyubi peoples, Mwali
has held sway for centuries. Legend has it that he guided
the hands of the resistance fighters in Zimbabwe’s 1896
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Opposite page (clockwise from top right): rock dassies keep
careful watch for eagles and other predators; on safari; back at
camp; decorative African wall hangings

civil war, which for some was a holy war against the
encroaching white settlers and the alien culture and
laws they had imposed. More prosaically, the god of
the Matobo Hills has always been responsible for the
fertility and success of the people and their land.
The awesome vista from the sacred hill of
Malindidzimu – ‘View of the World’ as Rhodes
called it – has the power to move even the most jaded
traveller. The sight of rolling kopjes stretching to the
horizon, accompanied by the incredible feeling of peace
and tranquillity at the site never ceases to captivate
me. A climb to the top of the hill, with a chance to
contemplate our wonderful world, is one of the must-do
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activities for any visitor to Zimbabwe.
The environment is as diverse as the history. A tree,
orchid and aloe checklist for the whole Matobo area
shows over 260 species of trees, ranging from the mighty
baobab (Adsonia digitata) to the common tree fern
(Cyathea dregei). There are 13 species found in the hills
that were first scientifically described by botanists from
the specimens collected, while the area serves as a refuge
for several plant species from the Eastern Highlands
including many rare orchids, aloes and creepers.
Matobo National Park is a significant rhino sanctuary
and research centre, and was one of the first areas in the
country to be given these wonderful, prehistoric-looking

Eroded rock formations.

animals from South Africa in the 1960s. Pre-colonial
hunters had all but eliminated the rhino as a breeding
species in Zimbabwe, until their reintroduction. A white
rhino born here in 1967 was the first in the country
since 1890. Today both black and white rhino call the
park home and one of the highlights of any visit is to
go and track them on foot, armed with nothing but a
camera.
Out of 189 species of mammal indigenous to
Zimbabwe, 88 (or 46% of the national total) have been
recorded in the hills. The area is also well known for
its reptiles, with many species of snake and lizard to be
found. Measuring 21 centimetres, and the world’s largest
scorpion, the impressively scary but harmless rock
scorpion (Hadogenes troglodytes) is often to be found
lurking underneath slabs of granite, the tell-tail remains
of its unfortunate prey scattered about its home.
At least 347 species of birds have been recorded in
the Matobo, 13 being ‘special’ to the area, because they
are either found there in large numbers or are breeding
there. Of the 43 protected species of birds in Zimbabwe,
35 are found in the hills. The densest concentration of
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Verraux’s (black) eagles
(Aquila verreauxii)
anywhere in the world is
located here. Every year
breeding pairs are observed
by enthusiastic and
dedicated teams from the
local bird-watchers society,
Birdlife Zimbabwe, for
their nest occupation and
breeding success. This
survey has been ongoing
since 1964 – the longest
such survey on any eagle in
the world. On average, the
55 pairs monitored produce
about 12 fledglings a year.
Several other raptor
species, including fish
eagles, crowned eagles,
lanner and peregrine
falcons, augur buzzards,
brown and black-breasted
snake eagles and martial
eagles are commonly seen.
The combined breeding
density of diurnal and
nocturnal raptors has
been estimated at 76 pairs
per 100 square kilometres. This huge concentration
is related to the diversity and density of niches and
suitable nest sites due to the rugged landscape as well as
the high population of prey species.
The Matobo Hills are the hallowed heart of
Zimbabwe. For many, walking around the hills
becomes something like a pilgrimage. I often imagine
many people are searching for something of the spirit
of our forefathers in these rolling kopjes. Many of
the country’s leaders have sought strength and solace
within this sacred countryside, coming to terms with
their responsibilities after long prayer and meditation.
Pilgrims of all religions flock here year round to worship
and thank their god. Here in the magnificent natural
and cultural landscape that is the Matobo Hills, it
seems, we learn to see life steadily and to see it whole. A
visit here is sure to refresh the mind, body and soul. ■
Paul Hubbard is a professional archaeologist and tour
guide working exclusively for the Amalinda Collection. He
is also project manager for the Mother Africa Trust. www.
campamalinda.com
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Come discover how
small the world is...

Secure, affordable and comfortable hostel & lodge accommodation
in Harare, the Mavhuradonha Wilderness and the Vumba Mountains

Previous page: The region is scattered with lakes, rivers
and streams. This page: The absence of dangerous
animals means the visitor can walk with freedom.

O

n Zimbabwe’s eastern border,
running some 300 kilometres from
north to south, are the Eastern
Highlands–a beautiful landscape of
rolling hills and rugged mountains,
national parks and secluded holiday
hideaways.
Forming a natural barrier between
Zimbabwe and Mozambique, this range of
mountains is divided by dramatic valleys and
gorges containing waterfalls, rivers and lakes.
With its refreshing mountain climate, the
Eastern Highlands are the coolest parts of the
country and receive the highest amount of
rainfall, offering tourists a dramatic contrast
to the hot and dry Zambezi Valley and the
rest of the country.
The border town of Mutare, perched
picturesquely amongst the hills and
mountains, still has a strong historical feel–its
tree-lined streets flower in a blaze of colours–
and is the provincial capital and focal point
for the area. The region has a well-developed
road network making many areas of interest
easily accessible.
The high rainfall supports the most
southerly extension of tropical rainforest
in Africa, home to some rare and unusual
wildlife including the blue duiker, southern
Africa’s smallest antelope, and the Samango
monkey. But the area is most widely known
as a birdwatcher’s paradise, providing the
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With its refreshing
mountain climate, the
Eastern Highlands are
the coolest parts of the
country

opportunity to discover a
host of species endemic to
this region.
The landscape of the
Highlands varies greatly
between the gently
rolling countryside of
Nyanga in the north
and the rugged granite
of Chimanimani in the
south. A rich agricultural area, much of the
landscape is given over to plantations and
commercial forestry. However, two National
Parks (Nyanga and Chimanimani) and several
protected reserves offer havens for wildlife.
The main attraction of the region is the
fabulous scenery and beautiful landscapes,
making this region a hiker’s wonderland. The
absence of dangerous game allows visitors
the opportunity to walk and explore with
freedom, and leisure activities abound.
Many of the dams and lakes in the area are
famous for their good trout and bass fishing;
there are several golf courses; fantastic horse
riding trails and mountain hikes; as well as
excellent rock climbing and abseiling for more
specialist climbers.
There are three main tourism areas, each
a destination in its own right–the Nyanga
National Park in the north; Bvumba near
Mutare; and the Chimanimani ranges in the
south. ■
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